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MINUTES

FRIDAY SESSION, SEPT. 15, 1916

The Sardis Association of Churches of Jesus Christ of Regu-
lar Baptist, met with the Mt. Horeb Church at the school house.

The introductory sermon was delivered by Elder Hi. May-
nard. Text, Gal 5th Chapter and 1st verse. “Stand fast, there-
fore, in the liberty wherewith Christ has made us free, ete.”

Opening remarks by Elder J. W. Smith.

Song, “He’s Coming Again.”

Prayer by Elder Charlie Bailey.

Letters from the different churches called for, read and re-
ceived, and delegates seated as shown in the statistical table.

The association then organized by re-electing Elder J. W.
Smith Moderator, and Elder Hi. Maynard Asst. Moderator, and
Bro. J. M. Hensley, Clerk, and Bro. A. H. Varney Asst. Clerk,

Constitution and Rules of Decorum read.

Newly organized churches called for and Long Fork was re-
ceived at the hands of Elder Will Thornsberry, Samaria at the
hands of Elder R. Roberts.

Ordered: That the Moderator make all temporary appoint-
ments.

Committee on ministry for Saturday made their report.

~ 1st, Charlie Bailey, 2nd, Dave Stepp, 3rd, L. Preston, 4th,
Joe Cline.

2. Committee on Finance, Bros. A. II. Varney and Albert
Smith appointed.

3. Committee on Business Arrangements, Bros. Jonah Bev-
ins, Mell Romans, W. M. Lowe, W. 8. Brown, R. H. Hall, Char-
lie Jude, Hi. Maynard, A. P. Bevins, Hi. Robnet, Floyd West, J.
H. Simpson, J. B. Weddington, J. A. Cline, Will Thornsberry and
Charlie Bailey, with the Moderator and Clerk and visiting
brothers from sister associations were appointed. :

4. Lefters from sister associations called for and none re-
sponded. One delegate from New Salem, Elder, Hayse Maynard,
but no letter.

Transient ministers called for and Elders J. B. Weddington,
Mont Williamson, Hi Maynard, Ester Hopkins, L. T. Preston, Joe
Cline, Daniel Wilcox, and Sherman O’Brien, came forward and
reccived the right hand of fellowship.

Ordered: That we correspond with New Salem Association.

The following brethren were appointed to write letters to
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sister associations: Rlder Hi. Maynard write one to new Salem.
On motion the association adjourns until tomorrow, Satur-
day at 9 ‘o’clock, .
= RO O
SATURDAY MORNING, 9 O'CLOCK, SEPT. 16.
~ 1. Opening remarks and prayer by Elder Floyd Kirk.

2. Roll call and delegates present.

3. Committes on Arrangement made their report, Report_
received and committee discharged.

4. Committee on Finances made their report, which show_—
ed a total contribution of $29.75. Report received and committee
discharged.

5. Ordered: That we retain the old Treasurer.

6. Report of appointees in Union Meetings and Associa-
tions, reports received and failures excused,

7. Letters to sister associations called for, read ‘and re-
ceived. !

8. Delegates to New Salem appointed, as follows: Eilder
Ester Hopkins, Bros. Jonah Beving and Harrison Bevins.

9. Report on ministry for Sunday, 1st Elders Ester Hop-
kins, 2nd, J. H. Simpson, 3rd, J. B. Weddington.

10, Ordered, that the following churches have Union meet-
ings: y

Long Fork, Friday before the 4th, Saturday in August, 1917,
Elders J. B. Weddington, Hi, Maynard and J. W. Smith, attend.

Mary Elizabeth, Friday before the 4th Saturday in July,
1917. Elder Floyd Kirk, J. B, Weddington and Hi. Maynard at-
tend. 3 b

Mt Pleasant, Friday before the 2nd Saturday in July, 1917,
Blder Flovd Kirk, Hi. Maynard and J, W. Smith, attend.

Salem, Friday before the 1st Saturday in August, 1917.
Elder Hi. Maynard ang J. W. Smith attend. .

Sidney, Friday before the 4th Saturday in August, 1917.
Blder Mont Williamson, Jeft Fields, Mose Howard and 7. Ww.
Smith attend. g

Pilgrims Home, Friday before the 4th Saturday in July,
1917. Elder J. H. Simpson, Floyd Kirk and 7J, B. Weddington at-
tend. )

Mount Horebh, Friday before the 2nd Saturday in August,
1517. Elder Ester Hopkins, Mont Williamson, J. . Simpson and

A J. B. Weddington, attend,

Friendship, Friday before the 1st Saturday in July, 1917.
Elder J. H. Simpson, R. H. Hall, 8. O’Brian and Mont William-
50N attend.

Poplar Creek, Friday before the 3rd Saturday in July, 1917,
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Elder J. H. Simpson, Ester Hopkins, R. H. Hall and Mont Wil-
liamson attend. . :

Dix Fork, Friday before the 1st Saturady in August, 1917.
Elder Mont Williamson, J. H. Simpson and R. H. Hall, attend.

11. Ordered that we have eight hundred minutes printed
and that the Clerk superintend the printing and distribution of
same. :

12, Ordered that we publish Elders Hose Bolden and Rob-
ert Elswick in disorder, they being excluded from us.

13. Ordered that Elder J. B. Weddington, A. H. Varney and
J. M. Hensley meet with the brethren of th othr associations to
try to settle matters between them. ;

14. Ordered that our next association be held with the Big
Branch Church, Pike County, Ky., beginning Friday before the
third Saturday in September, 1917.

15. Any minister who advocates the doctrine confiicting
with the 6th article of our abstract of principles as contained in
our minutes, is guilty of heresy, and should be dealt with by the
church to which he belongs as a heretic.

16. Resolved, that we do advise the churches of this union
to be careful, not to receive into their fellowship those who are
living in adultery. = :

i7. Resolved, that we advise the churches of this union
not to ‘allow or permit any man to the ministry who has more
than one living wife, according to the admonishment of the
Apostle Paul to Timothy.

18. Ordered that Elder J. B. Weddington preach the in-
troduection next year, and that Elder J. H. Simpson be his alter-
nate.

19. On motion we extend our thanks to the brethren and
friends of the Mount Horeb church.

20. Ordered that the clerk superintend the printing and
distribution of the minutes.

21. On motion we adjourn to the time and place above
mentioned.

ELDER J. W. SMITH, Moderator.
BROTHER J. M. HENSLEY, Clerk.
SUNDAY SERVICES

On Sunday a large and well ordered congregation assembled
at the stand, and after prayer by brother Jonah Bevins, Elder
J. H. Simpson preached. Text St. John, 7 ch., and 37 vr. “If
any man thirst let him come unto me and drink.” Then Elder
J. B. Weddington, Text. 2nd Timothy, 4th ch. 2nd vr. ‘Preach
the word.” Then closed by singing. It was clearly manifested
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that the Spirit of God was with the brethren and sisters,
BROTHER J. M. HENSLEY, Clerk.

We, the undersigned committee, that was appointed to meet
the brethren of the other association that went off from us, met,
and did agree. But finding our brethren and churches in general
so bad dissatisfied over the result of the committee that a major-
ity of the committee withdrewlfronk the work that ' was done,
feeling that is was better to save our own brethren than it was to
reach out after others. i, i
J. B. WEDDINGTON,
J. M. HENSLEY,
A. H. VARNEY, ki
' COMMITTEE.

CONSTITUTION

From a long series of experiences, we, the church of Jesus
Christ, being regularly baptized upon our profession of faith in
Jesus Christ, are convinced of the necessity of a combination of
churches, in order to perpetuate a union and communion among
us ands preserve, maintain and keep the rules and orders of an
association, according to the following plan or form of govern-
ment; i

Article 1. The Association shall be composed of members
chosen by the different ¢hurches in our union, and duly sent to
represent them in the Association, who shall be members whom
they judge best qualified for khat burpose, and producing let-
ters from their respective churches, certifying their appointment,
shall be entitled to a seat. )

Art. 2. 1In the letters from the different churches shall be
expressed their number in full fellewship, those baptized, received
by letter, restored, dismissed, excommunicated and dead, since
the last association. ;

Art. 3. The members thus chosen and convened shall have
no power to lord it over God's heritage, nor shall they have any
clerical power over the churches, nor shall they infringe on any
of the internal rights of any church in the union.

Art. 4. The association, when convened, shall be governed
by a regular and proper decorum.

Art. 5. The association shall have a Moderator, Clerk and
Treasurer, who shall be chosen by the suffrage of the members
present.

v Art, 6. New churches may be admitted into the union who
shall petition by letter and messenger, (and if found upon exam-
ination to be orthodox and orderly) shall bé received by the as-
sociation, and manifest by the Moderator giving the right hand
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of fellowship, /

Art. 7. Every church in the wnion shall be entitled to a
representation in the association. |

Art. 8. Every query presented by any church to the asso-
ciation being first debated in their own church, shall be taken
up by the association. :

Art. 9. Every motion made and seconded, shall come un-
der the consideration of the association, except it shall be with-
drawn by the member who made it. Y

Art. 10. The association shall endeavor to furnish the
churches with the minutes of the association.

Art. 11.° The churches shall send money by the delegates
of each ‘church'to pay for printing the minutes of the association.

Art. 12. There shall be a record hook kept wherein the
proceedings of every association shall be regularly recorded by
the secretary for that purpose, . &

Art. 13. The minutes of the association shall be read,
(and corrected if need be), and signed by the Moderator, and
Clerk before the association rises.

Art. 14. * Amendments to this plan or form of government
may be made at any time by a majority of the union, when they
may deem it necessary. : 5

Art. 15. All matters coming before the association shall he

" decided by the will of the majority.

Art. 16. The association shall have power: (1) To pro-
vide for the general union of the churches. (2). To preserve

inviolably a chain of communication among the churches. (3)

To give the churches necessary advice in matters of church dif-
ficulty. (4) To inquire into the cause why the churches fail
to represent themselves at any time in the association. (5) To
appoint any members or members, by and with their consent to
transact any business which they think necessary. (6) The
association shall have power to withdraw from any church in this
union which shall violate the rules of this agsociation or deviate
from the orthodox principles of religion. (7) To admit any or-
derly minister of our order to a seat with us in the association.
(8) The association shall have the power to adjourn themselves
to any future time or place they may think most convenient to
the churches in' the union. (9) That no minister shall be or-
dained unless forwarded by a church, and it shall require two
or more ordained ministers to compose a presbytery for that
purpose. s

We, the churches of Jesus Christ, of Regular Baptists, are
constituted on the following faith, viz:
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ARTICLES OF FAITH

Article 1. We believe in only one true and living God, the
Cre_ator of Heaven and earth, and all thingg that are therein con-
tained.

Art. 2. We believe in Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God
who is head and king of His Church.

Art. 3. We believe in the Holy Ghost, the sealer and applier
of the redemption purchased by Christ.

Art. 4. We believe in the Father, Son and Holy Ghost, and
these three are One.

Art. 5. We believe the Old and New Testament scripture
to be the infallible word of God, and take it for our only rule of
faith and practice, and nothing is to be taken from or added to
it. | .
Art. 6. We believe in the free atonement of Jesus Christ;
that He tasted death for every man, and that salvation is 1o all
men and women on the terms of the gospel.

Art. 7. We believe that repentance and faith in the Lord
Jesus Christ are necessary previous to baptism, and that im-

-mersion is the only way of administering the ordinance.

Art. 8. We believe that Christ has but one true gospel
church and that will finally persevere through grace to glory.

Art. 9. We believe in the communion of the Lord’s Supper,
that is the taking of the bread and wine by the church of Jesus
Christ in ¢commemoration of the death and sufferings of the Son
of God until His second coming.

Art.11. We believe that Jesus Christ is the first resurrect-
ed from the dead and that He lives forever.

Art. 12. We believe in the resurrection of the just and un-
just.

Art. 13. We believe in the final punishment of the wicked
and the eternal happiness of the righteous.

RULES OF DECORUM

Article 1. The association shall be opened and closed by
prayer. :

Art. 2. A Moderator and Clerk shall be chosen by the
suffrage of the members present. i

Art. 3. Only one member shall speak at the same time,
who shall rise from his seat and address the Moderator wien he
is about to make his speech.

Art. 4. The person thus speaking shall not bz interrupted
in his speech, except by the Moderator, till he is done speaking,
and shall strictly adhere to the subject and in no wise refiect ‘on
the person who spoke before or make remarks on his slips or
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failures and imperfections, but shall verily state the case and mat-
ter as nearly as he can, so as to convey his light or idea.

Art. 5. No person shall rise and speak more than three
times on one subject wtihout liberty obtained from the associa-
tion. ; :

Art. 6. No person shall abruptly break off or absent himself
from the association without liberty obtained from it,

Art. 7. No member of the asosciation shall have the iiher-
ty of laughing during the sittings of the same, nor whispering in
time of public speech.

Art. 8. No member of the association shall address another
by any other title or apellation than that of Brother.

Art. 9. The Moderator shall not interrupt a member uniil
he gives his own idea upon the subject, except he break the rules
of decorum,

Art. 10. The names of the members of the asociation shall
be enrolled by the Clerk and called over as often as the associa-
tion requires. :

Art. 11. The Moderator shall have same privilege of speech
as another member, provided the chair be filled, but shall have no
vote unless the association shall he equally divided.

Art. 12. Any member who shall willingly and knowingly
break any of the rules shall be reproved by the association as
they think proper.

Art. 13. But three members shall take a seat in the 4580~
ciation from each church.

Art. 14. No person shall speak more than five min « es at
the same time without liberty obtained from the association.

Art. 15. These rules of decorum shall be read by the
Clerk at the commencement of every association.

NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF ORDAINED MINISTHS

EREMontEWilliamsons V.out (e ETRmase Varney, W. Va.
5 AL T TG S & e SRR T e
3. J. W. Smith _____ -~ Rural, Ky.
4. H. M. Runyon .. . Oppy, Ry
A S Maynard Ees RNy T e T Myrtle, W. Va.
CEEE D Wardr e Bl 0L DN LSRR . Inez. |Is
AR ot son Lt B e L R Jamboree Kv,
S U IS To 5 ¢ SRS . Deiorine.,, W. va.
9. Evans Sluss .. T e e e e Pilzrim, Ky,
LOMETl0y dBICTc gt Sl £ 0 5 L R TR Pilgrim, Ky.
111. Moses Howard __ i e, UG TheE,

12. L. T. Preston . s e oL Catletisburg, Ky,
L e T ben S E 5 IS st fa TS SR Matewan, W, Va.
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Mt. Pleasant 3. Beovins, H. Bevins, A, SIITH . .o.oomereosemscscmermemeosesenazeeees 13 i [ 41
Mary Elibzaeth [Mel Romans, J. Bl ST e b L e e 4 [ 1| 29
Big Branch No Delegate 3 1] 2 65
Brushy Fork T M. LiOWEO cosasramoscmmsooskersisamsoivamssssoeoiiisesssuecmasssossiisesoe= 2| 69
Dix Fork W. S. Brown, R. Crigger, George Stanley . 2 11
Mt. Horeb R. H. Hall, Joe McCoy, John Gooslin___._................ 3/ 1 21| 1] 2 21
Wolf Creek C. Jude, P. Cline, Floyd Kirk o iiiiiiimcaceeeee 2 21
Rebecca J. H., Maynard .....o..cccceeememeacsamemeenaes 4 3| 1] 42
Bent Branch A. P. Bevins, Paton Blackburn _..... 4 1 1| 1| 22
Pilgrims Home |Lafe Burris, Hi Robnet 3 2 2 21 1| 29
Friendship . West, H. White, A. Johnson ....... 1| 16
Poplar Creek J. H. Simpson, W. Dotson, C. Rice 7 A1 1/12] 1| 36
Salem A. H. Varney, H. Smith, J. Gooslin 16 ; 26
Pleasant Home |H. M. Runyon, Letier JoatR oret . 43
Sidney J. Cline, D. Stepp, Peter Diles ..... 16| 3 3l 1 60
Long Fork Will Thornberry, F. Thornberry -..... 8 1 7
Samaria Ri Roberts ... - 28 1] 9 18
|110] 8] 2| 5] 15|31} 8]5856




