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PROCEEDINGS
of the

FIFTY-FIRST ANNUAL SESSION OF THE
SARDIS ASSOCIATION OF OLD REGULAR BAPTIST
THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST

In session assembled with the Bent Branch Church, Sep-
tember 10, 11 and 12, 1943, at the Bent Branch Church
house where arrangements were made for the Preach-
ing; the services were introduced by Elder W. C. Hay,
followed by the introductory sermon delivered by
Elder Grover Carey, text: St. Matthew the 28th chap-
ter, and the latter clause of the 6th verse, which reads
as follows: Come, see the place where the Lord lay.

Then the delegates assembled at the Church house and
after a short talk and song by Elder Jonah Bevins. Elder
Finis Adkins led us in prayer, then the association pro-
ceeded as follows:

1. Called for the letters from the several churches
and received the letters and seated the delegates.

2. Then the association organized by electing Elder
Hi Maynard as moderator, Elder Ester Hopkins assistant
moderator, Elder Jonah Bevins as clerk, and Elder W. C.
Hay assistant clerk. By request of Elder Jonah Bevins
that he be released as clerk, his request was granted. By
motion it was ordered that Elder W. C. Hay serve us as
clerk and Brother Troy T. Francis, assistant clerk.

3. At the request of the moderator the rules of de-
corum were read by the clerk.

4. Called for newly organized churches and received
none.

5. Called for letters from sister association and re-
ceived as follows: New Salem, by the hands of Elders



Hayes Maynard, C. F. Conn, Sam Thomas and Brothers
Billie Moore and J. L. Dill, letter and minutes received
later; Philadelphia, by the hands of Elders Finis Adkins,
John Moore, W. L. Burnett, W. M. Burnette, letters in
the hands of Elder Finis Adkins. Union, by the hands
of Elders Basil May, and V. D. Ratcliff, letter in the
hands of Elder Basil May. Mud River, by the hands
of Elders Gilbert Miller, Wetzel Ball, George Adkins and
Hillard Pauley, letters in the hands of Elder Gilbert Mil-
ler.

6. Called for transient ministers and members of our
faith and order, the following received: H. C. Maynard,
Willis Blackburn, J. H. Hensley, G. L. Adkins, Jonah
Bevins, Harrison Bevins, Asa Evans, Basil Robinette,
Emmett Case, Ernie Runyon, Willie White, Shadle
Pauley, N. A. England and Lewis Smith. :

7. Ordered that the moderator make all temporary
appointments.

8. Committee appointed to take care of the visiting
brethren as follows: Tom Morrison, Cleve Bevins, Ben
Curry and Forest Bevins.

9. Committee appointed to see that the stand be sup-
plied with ministers and that peace is preserved around
the stand. (None appointed.)

10. Committee to arrange the ministry for Saturday,
consisting of one member from each church with the
entire delegation of the Bent Branch Church. Ministers
as follows: First, Elder G. L. Adkins; Second, Gilbert
Miller; Third, Hayes Maynard, and Fourth, C. F. Conn.

11. Friday night services, Elders Ernie Runyon, Basil
May and Finis Adkins.

12. Appointed clerks to write letters to corresponding
associations.

13. Committee on arrangements consisting of one
delegate from each church with the moderators and clerks
with the corresponding associations invited.

14. On motion by Brother Dock Maynard the asso-
ciation adjourned until 9:00 o’clock Saturday morning.
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Saturday Morning

Met pursuant to adjournment and after song and
prayer, service were introduced by Elder Willie White.

1. Called the roll and marked the absentees.

2. Read the bill of arrangements and discharged the
committee on same. :

3. Appointed a committee on. finance consisting of
Flders Willis Blackburn, Esther Hopkins and Jonah
Bevins, who reported the contributions from each church
as shown in the statistical table.

4. Called on the treasurer to report who reported
as follows:

Total on hand for the year ending Sep-

tember: I1; 194380 s v ammsion i i $479.02
Paid out for printing of minutes. ..$70.00
Paid out for note on Enon Church

ELGSe b o aprvbimstisr sios somageris o 283.50
Secretary’s Fee . . ... queines ssmon 10.00
Expenses of delegates to sister

associations and state tax...... 2.10
(G e o el F R S 15.00
Refund error in 1942 minutes.... 9.00

Total paid OUt «.vvvvvvrsnnnss $389.60 $389.60

Balance on hand in bank............. % 89.42

Received from churches this year...... % 165.80

Total on hand for next year.......... % 255.22

¢ Ordered that Elder Willis Blackburn be retained as
treasurer and that he be allowed $10.00 for his service.

6. Ordered that the clerk superintend the printing of
the minutes and that he have two thousand (2000) copies
printed and that he be allowed $15.Q0 for his services for
preparing the manuscript and recording the same.

7. Brethren called in union meetings and associations
last year made their reports. Their report received
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and failures excused. They all were admonished to be
more faithful this coming year.

8. Appointed same committee to arrange for preach-
ing Sunday, who reported as follows: First, Elder Har-
rison Bevins; Second, Elder Finis Adkins; Third, Elder
Esther Hopkins, with our Moderator Elder Hi Maynard
closing. Also Saturday night service: First, Elder J. H.
Hensley; Second, Elder Willie White, and Third, Elder
Willis Blackburn.

9. Letters to sister associations read and appointed
delegates as follows:

New Salem, to be held with the Philadelphia church to
begin on Friday before the fourth Saturday in September,
1943. Elders Hi Maynard Harrison Bevins, and Basil
Robinette. Letter in the hands of Elder Harrison Bevins.

Philadelphia, to be held with the Mt. Olivet Church
to begin on Friday before the third Saturday in Septem-
ber, 1943. Elders W. C. Hay, Willis Blackburn, Ernie
Runyon, H. C. Maynard, W. A. Hurley and Brother Ben
Curry. Letter in the hands of Elder W. C. Hay.

Mud River, to be held with the Sarrah church to begin
on Friday before the fourth Saturday in August, 1944.
Elders Esther Hopkins, E. S. Coleman, W. A. Hurley and
Brothers Mosco Gilman and Fayette Hackney. Letter in
the hands of Elder Esther Hopkins.

Union, to be held with the Frozen Creek Church to
begin on Friday before the third Sunday in September,
1943. Elders Basil Robinette, Esther Hopkins, Hi May-
nard and Brothers Harvy Young, Caudill Williamson and
George Hinkle. Letter in the hands of Elder Esther
Hopkins.

Upon Request the Following Churches Have
Union Meetings

May

SaLem: First Saturday and Sunday. Elders Willie
White ,W. C. Hay and Hi Maynard, with moderator at-
tending.

Turkey CrReek: Second Saturday and Sunday. Elders
Wallace Maynard, Willie White and Grover Carey; with
moderator attending.

June

Enon: First Saturday and Sunday. Elders Willie

White and J. H. Hensly, with moderator attending.

AppLE OrcHARD: First Saturday and Sunday. Elders
Ernest Runyon, Ester Hopkins and Harrison Bevins, with
moderator attending.

Leanan: Second Saturday and Sunday. Elders Esther
Hopkins and Harrison Bevins, with moderator attending.

Buck Creek: Third Saturday and Sunday. Elders
Grover Carey, Willie White and Asa Evans, with moder-
ator attending.

SioNEY: Fourth Saturday and Sunday. Elders Esther
Hopkins, Harrison Bevins, Emmet Case and Bud Cole-
man, with moderator attending.

July

Dix Fork: First Saturday and Sunday. Elders Lewis
Smith, W. A. Hurley, Grover Carey, Willie White and J.
H. Hensley, with moderator attending.

Mr. PLeasanT: Second Saturday and Sunday. Elders
Willis Blackburn, Asa Evans and Esther Hopkins, with
moderator attending.

Mary Erizapera: Third Saturday and Sunday.
Elders Emmet Case, H. C. Maynard, Ester Hopkins and
L. G. Lowe, with moderator attending.

Bic Brancu: Third Saturday and Sunday. Elders,
Shadle Pauley, Grover Carey, Emmet Case and Hi May-
nard with moderator attending.

5




Narrows Brancu: To begin on Friday before the
fourth Sunday. Elders Grover Carey, Willis Blackburn
and Ester Hopkins, with moderator attending.

LrrrLe Rosa: Fourth Saturday and Sunday. Elders
Shadle Pauley, Emmet Case, Grover Carey, Wallace May-
nard; Ester Hopkins, and Harrison Bevins, with modera-
tor attending.

August

Lrrre Dove:  First Saturday and Sunday. Elders J.
R. Evans, Wallace Maynard, Willie White and Hi May-
nard, with moderator attending.

Tasrtra: First Saturday and Sunday. Elders James
Thornsbury, Willie White and J. R. Evans with moderator
attending.

ReBecca: Second Saturday and Sunday. Elders Har-
rison Bevins, Willie White, Grover Carey and Hi May-
nard, with moderator attending.

Erk Fork: Third Saturday and Sunday. Elders
Willie White, W. A. Hurley and Wallace Maynard, with
Moderator attending.

Bent Brancu: Third Saturday and Sunday. Elders
W. C. Hay, Willis Blackburn, Jonah Bevins and Grover
Carey, with moderator attending.

Beecu Grove: Third Saturday and Sunday. Elders
H. C. Maynard, Finis Adkins, J. G. Thornsbury, Wallace
Maynard and Willie White, with moderator attending.

Prerim Home: Fourth Saturday and Sunday. Elders
W. C. Hay, Willie White and W. A. Hurley, with moder-
ator attending.

Sarpis:  Fourth Saturday and Sunday. Elders Willie
White, Wallace Maynard and J. R. Evans, with moderator
attending.

Bernany: Fourth Saturday and Sunday. Elders
Matt Mounts, J. G. Thornsbury, E. S. Coleman, Grover
Carey and Willis Blackburn, with moderator attending.
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10. Ordered that we print Obituaries presented to
the Brother clerk at the close of the Associatiom;.or within
ten days.

11. Ordered that the treasurer pay the expenses of
one car for the delegates to attend sister Associations, pay-
ing for the gas and oil.

12. Ordered that we advise ministers of our Associa-
tion not to marry people into adultery where either man
or woman has a living wife or husband.

13. Shall we receive into our fellowship men having
more than one wife or women having more than one
husband?

Answer:

We advise churches not to receive into their fellowship
any such except those who have put away their Com-
panions for the cause of fornication and such cases to have
the Gospel or church evidence of same.

14, Ordered that we pass Article 17 of last year’s
minutes concerning building of Church Houses.

15. Ordered that we adopt the Articles of faith that
was printed in minutes of 1941, as existed in the year of
1858, in the Apple Orchard Church, with the addition of
Articles 12 and 13 of our present Articles of Faith, which
reads as follows: We believe in the resurrection of the
dead, both of the just and of the unjust. Also the happi-
ness of the Saints and the punishment of the wicked are
eternal.

Note: Call for report concerning note that was paid
off on Enon Church House and received the report that
the same was paid, and cancelled.

16. Ordered that our next association be held with the
Little Dove Church, Belo, Mingo County, West Virginia,
about seven miles from Naugatuck, West Virginia, up
Pigeon Creek, to begin on Friday before the second Sat-
urday in September, 1944,

17. By vote it was ordered that Elder Willic White
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preach the introductory sermon and that Elder Harrison
Bevins be his alternate.

18. Ordered that we tender our thanks to the Bent
Branch Church, and the community at large.

19. Ordered that the minutes be read and signed by
the moderator and clerk. The Association then adjourned
to the time and place above mentioned.

Elder Hi Maynard, Moderator,

Elder Ester Hopkins, Asst. Moderator.

Elder W. C. Hay, Clerk,
Brother Troy T. Francis, Asst. Clerk.

SUNDAYS SERVICE
Sept. 12, 1943

An unusually large and well behaved congregation
assembled in and around the Bent Branch Church house
Sunday morning. The congregation being much too large
for all to be able to get inside the house.

Several of the old time songs of Praise were sung and
introduction was made by Elder Harrison Bevins.

Elder Finis Adkins followed the opening and used as
a text St. John, 5th Chapter and 21st verse as follows:
“For as the Father raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth
them; even so the Son quickeneth whom he will.”

Elder Adkins dwelt wonderfully on the hope of the
children of God in the resurrection of the dead considering
his aged and weakened condition.

Second: Elder Ester Hopkins occupied and used for a
text St. Mathew, 6th Chapter and last portion of 30th
verse as follows, “Oh ye of little faith.”

Third: Elder Hi Maynard, Moderator of the Asso-
ciation occupied and used as a text the 14 chapter and
latter clause of the 17th verse as follows: “Come, for
all things are now ready.” Speaking briefly, but power-
fully to the extent that provision was made and still is
ready for those who will believe in Jesus Christ the
immaculate Son of God.

In conclusion the brethren and sisters sang together
and in unison the old song “My dearest friends in Bonds
of Love” singing with the Spirit and understanding. Amid
much rejoicing and praising the name of Him who died
for us.

Thus was brought to a close the 51st Annual Session of
the Sardis Association.



~ We felt assured that the brethren and sisters separated
in the Spirit of Love looking hopefully forward to our next
Session of the Sardis Association and not only so, but by
faith looking ahead to that final eternal meeting with one
another and with God and Christ, our Savior.

By the Clerks.
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MEMORIALS

Memorial of Elder J. S. Muncy and other deceased
members of the narrows Branch Church will be held the
fourth Saturday and Sunday in May, 1944, all ministers
invited to attend. Also the funeral of Brother Pat Smith
will be held at the Narrows Branch Church on the 30th
of May, 1944. Ministers requested Elders Willie White,
J. H. Hensley and Asa Evans.

Memorial of Brother Lee Robinson and wife to be
held with the Leanah Church the second Saturday and
Sunday in July, 1944. All ministers invited.

Memorial of all the deceased members of the Buck
Creek Church will be held the third Saturday and Sunday
in June, 1944. This being our union meeting time. All
ministers invited to attend. '

Memorial of all the deceased members of the Little
Dove Church will be held the first Saturday and Sunday
in June, 1944. All ministers invited to attend. _

Memorial of Elder W. H. Bowling and his wife
Cynthia Bowling, and others will be held on the first
Saturday and Sunday in September, 1944. Ministers
requested, Elders Wallace Maynard, Grover Carey, Rich-
ard Evans, and Orville Runyon.

Memorial of all the deceased members of the Turkey
Creek Church will be held the second Saturday and Sun-
day in October, 1944. Ministers requested, Hi Maynard,
Ester Hopkins, Jonah Bevins, and Wallace Maynard.

Memorial of Elder Wallace Jackson and others to be
held with the Mary Elizabeth Church the third Saturday
and Sunday in September, 1944. Also the memorial of
Brother M. B. Romans to be held the first Sunday in
July, 1944, on the Cemetery at his home. Ministers
requested, Elders Ester Hopkins, Hi Maynard, Bill Jude
and Willis Blackburn.
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